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Comparative Analysis of Essential Conditions for Marriage Contract in Iranian and Chinese Law

fatemeh abasi khalafi ,Mahdi beiki shouroki

Abstract
The family concept constitutes one of the foundational pillars of law. A comparative analysis of this
critical subject with other legal systems underscores the significance and dynamism of marriage .
Based on this premise, this research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to comparatively
examine the principal prerequisites for concluding the contract of marriage under the legal systems
of Iran and the People’s Republic of China (PRC). In both jurisdictions, permanent marriage forms
the cornerstone of the family unit; however, Iranian law legitimizes temporary marriage (Nekah-e
Mogattat) based on its philosophical and jurisprudential underpinnings. The PRC exclusively
recognizes monogamy, whereas Iranian law permits polygyny for men, contingent upon social
necessities and Figh principles, albeit with significant statutory limitations imposed on its exercise.
Both systems stipulate a minimum age of marriage, with the Iranian system allowing for judicial
exceptions based on court order and demonstration of Maslahat (best interest). Furthermore,
marriage between relatives is prohibited in both nations, though the scope of prohibited degrees of
kinship differs. Moreover, both countries restrict certain officials from marrying foreign nationals
to safeguard national interests . Crucially, in China, the non-registration of marriage equates to
nullity, whereas in Iran, the registration of permanent marriage is a statutory obligation for the

spouses, with failure to comply incurring penalties

.Keywords: Marriage, Chinese Civil Code, Iranian Civil Code, Family Law
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