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Extradition of Criminals in Contemporary International Law:
The Tension between State Sovereignty, Criminal Justice, and Human Rights Obligations

Abstract (English)

Extradition is one of the oldest and most complex institutions of international criminal law, situated at the
intersection of state sovereignty, international judicial cooperation, and human rights protection. With the
expansion of transnational crimes, terrorism, corruption, organized crime, and political offenses, extradition
has gained increasing importance.

This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the legal foundations of extradition, its
conditions and limitations, the distinction between political and non-political offenders, the rights of
suspects and convicted persons, the role of bilateral and multilateral treaties, and the impact of human rights
instruments on extradition procedures. Furthermore, the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice,
regional human rights courts, and contemporary international cases are analyzed.

The study demonstrates that while extradition is an essential tool in combating impunity, failure to comply
with human rights standards may transform it into a mechanism for violating fundamental rights. The article
concludes by proposing legal solutions to balance criminal justice, state sovereignty, and human rights
obligations.

Keywords (English)
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