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Abstract

The Mongol invasion and its political and social consequences formed one of the most
critical turning

points in Iranian history, profoundly influencing the life and works of Saadi Shirazi.
Living through the

stabilization of Mongol rule, Saadi encountered diverse social and political groups,
including some

Mongol emirs, during his extensive travels. A close examination of his writings—
such as Gulistan,

Bustan, and his odes and advisories—reveals that his attitude toward the Mongols was
neither entirely

hostile nor fully submissive. Rather, it was based on pragmatic political realism and
ethical wisdom

advocating moderation. While Saadi criticized the brutality of certain commanders,
he also praised

others known for justice, tolerance, or administrative skill. This paper, through a
historical-analytical

approach, seeks to explore Saadi’s interactions with Mongol rulers, his perspective on
political power

under the Ilkhanid state, and the reflection of these relationships in his didactic
literature

Keywords

Saadi Shirazi — Mongols — Ilkhanids -Mongol Emirs — Gulistan —Bustan - Iranian
Literary History - Literary and Political Relations
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