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?Ibn Sina’s Acceptance of the Ministry under Shams al-Dawla: Compulsion or Opportunity
Abstract

This study examines Ibn Sina’s decision to accept the position of minister under Shams al-Dawla
of the Buyid dynasty, analyzing it as a confluence of political necessity and scholarly opportunity.
Facing an unstable political landscape characterized by courtly rivalries and military conflicts, 1bn
Sina’s acceptance can be partly attributed to structural compulsions and security considerations
inherent in the era’s power dynamics. Refusal of such a role could have led to distrust,
imprisonment, or marginalization. Conversely, the ministerial role offered Ibn Sina access to
financial resources, libraries, and a network of elites, presenting a significant opportunity to
influence policy and support his scientific endeavors. Leveraging his profound medical and
philosophical knowledge, he managed to gain the ruler’s confidence and solidify his position.
Therefore, this decision is best understood not as pure coercion nor mere opportunism, but as a
rational choice made in strategic engagement with the .prevailing circumstances of his time
:Keywords :
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