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Abstract

The Strait of Hormuz, as one of the world’s most strategically significant maritime
passages for global energy transportation, plays a vital role in international trade.
Under the international law of the sea, it is subject to the specific legal regime
governing straits used for international navigation. Its geopolitical significance has
made any attempt to close or restrict the Strait a matter of considerable regional and
global concern. This study examines the legal legitimacy of Iran’s closure of the
Strait of Hormuz within the framework of international law under both peacetime
conditions and situations of armed conflict.

The principal objective of the research is to assess the compatibility of such an action
with the principles and rules of international law, particularly the principle of
freedom of navigation and the right of transit passage as provided for in the YAY
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United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLQOS), as well as the
obligations arising under the Charter of the United Nations. The study also considers
relevant rules of customary international law and instruments governing the law of
naval armed conflict, including the Y44 ¢ San Remo Manual.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research is based on the
examination of authoritative legal sources, international treaties, judicial decisions,
and legal doctrine. The findings indicate that the closure of the Strait of Hormuz
under normal circumstances is inconsistent with the provisions of UNCLOS,
particularly the regime of transit passage. Nevertheless, in exceptional situations
such as armed conflict or a serious threat to national security, reliance on the inherent
right of self-defense under Article @) of the Charter of the United Nations may be
invoked, provided that the principles of necessity and proportionality are strictly
observed.

The study concludes that the legality of closing the Strait of Hormuz is not absolute
but depends on the specific circumstances, the interpretation of applicable rules of
international law, and the assessment of competent international bodies.
Accordingly, any such measure must be undertaken in strict compliance with the
applicable principles and norms of international law.

Keywords: Strait of Hormuz, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLQOS) YAAY, Charter of the United Nations, Self-Defense, Freedom of
Navigation, Law of Naval Armed Conflict.

va



